
PTO Book Bingo 
Paradise Elementary PTO invites all learners to participate in our February Book Bingo. 
Sheets were sent home with learners, but can also be downloaded from the Facebook group.  
Learners who complete at least one BINGO (across, down, diagonal) will receive a free book. 
Any learner who completes the whole sheet will be entered into a drawing to receive a gift 
certificate (one per grade level will be given) for the Spring Scholastic Book Fair in March. 
The class with the highest percentage of participation will get a popcorn party! BINGO 
sheets must be turned in by March 1st.  

Kindergarten Expo 2020 
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February 7             
The Smile Program 
@ Paradise 

February 7    
Virtual PTO Mtg.     
@ 6:15 pm              
https://zoom.us/j/
95324568802   
Passcode: 720739 

February 9           
Kid’s Heart 
Challenge $ Due 

February 17-18           
Staff Development        
No School  

February 21           
President's Day                    
No School 

February 22           
Kindergarten Expo  
11:00 am - 7:00 pm                
Together Community 
Center 

 FEBRUARY 2022

PARADISE ELEMENTARY 
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 FEBRUARY 2022

MESSAGE FROM OUR PRINCIPAL, MR. ESCHE: 
Every month, Paradise Elementary focuses on a new BRAVES character 
trait.  In February, we will be focusing on ATTITUDE.  Having a positive 
attitude can be linked to so many benefits like, better health, stronger 
relationships, higher productivity, ability to overcome obstacles, and leads to active 
and curious minds.  We want to see positivity all over Paradise Elementary! 
“Your attitude determines your actions, and your actions determine your 
accomplishments.”  John C. Maxwell 

More Information 

A Glimpse at March:         
Mar. 2 - End of 2nd Trimester                
Mar. 4 - Early Dismissal                      
Mar. 9-10 - Early Dismissal 
Parent/Teacher Conference    
Mar. 14 - PTO Meeting          
Mar. 21 - Spring Pictures           

Attendance - If your child is 
absent, please make sure to 
send in an excuse within 5 
days of the absence. You 
can send in a note with your 
child or email Mrs. Bowman 
in the office.                                     

Technology Insurance - 
Signing up for technology 
insurance is optional, but 
highly recommended.  You 
will use Family ID to sign up 
for tech insurance.  See the 
PV Website for additional 
information. 

Winter is Here- Please send 
your child to school dressed 
for the weather.  We try to 
get them outside as much as 
we can and it is important 
for them to have warm 

A NOTE FROM OUR NURSE, MRS. LEWIS: 
Reminder:  SMILE PA is coming to Paradise on Wednesday, 2/9.  This is 
a different day than originally planned. 

FYI for Incoming Kindergartener Families - All incoming kindergartners will 
need to have physical/immunization records/dental exam before start of the 
2022-2023 school year. 

A NOTE FROM OUR COUNSELOR, MISS LODER: 
Hey Paradise! 

There are all kinds of things going on in my corner of the school!  Classroom lessons continue 
in each grade level.  The majority of my lessons on career readiness have wrapped up.  Most 
grades have moved onto lessons about feelings, empathy, kindness, and problem-solving. 

We are also getting some small groups up and running in February, which are focused on 
strengthening specific skills for specific learners.  If your learner has been chosen for one of 
these skills groups, you may get a letter in their take home folder/backpack.  These skills 
groups are based on facilitator feedback.  They all occur during lunch so learners do not miss 
any academic time or recess.  Most learners are excited to go to 
these lunch groups and view them as a fun, special time. 

Miss Loder 

Contacts: 

Principal - Rick Esche      rick_esche@pequeavalley.org 

Assistant to the Principal - Jodi Houck    jodi_houck@pequeavalley.org 

Paradise Secretary - Sandy Weber     sandy_weber@pequeavalley.org 

Attendance - Donna Bowman    donna_bowman@pequeavalley.org 

School Counselor - Kelly Loder    kelly_loder@pequeavalley.org 

mailto:rick_esche@pequeavalley.org
mailto:jodi_houck@pequeavalley.org
mailto:donna_bowman@pequeavalley.org


Specialists’	Connec/on		
February-March	2022	Edi/on	

Art	Smart	with	Mrs.	Jones	

Winter	weather,	among	other	things,	can	create	a	lot	of	stops	and	starts	
in	 the	 art	 room!	 	 But	 the	 big	 ques:on	 from	 learners	 now	 is,	 “Are	we	
going	to	do	clay	this	year?”		The	answer	is	a	resounding	YES!!			Clay	work	
usually	happens	around	the	end	of	January	into	February.	 	The	boxes	of	
clay	are	in	the	 	art	room	and	learner	fingers	are	itching	to	start	making	
sculptures	:D		Besides	clay,	learners	will	also	be	exploring	Winter	art		 	

	 	 	 		topics,	Cut	and	Paste	crea:ons,	and	various	important	ar:sts.	

Music	Notes	with	Mrs.	Swanson	

Hello	PV	parents!	My	name	is	Lindsey	Fair	and	I	am	the	student	music	teacher	at	Salisbury	and	
Paradise	Elementary.	You	may	have	seen	me	at	the	elementary	Christmas	concert	we	had	in	
December.	Working	with	the	chorus	and	Orff	and	drum	was	so	much	fun	and	being	involved	in	
the	making	of	the	concert	was	such	an	honor!	In	addi:on	to	working	with	the	ensembles,	I	
have	also	been	student	teaching	general	music	for	Kindergarten	through	5th	grade.	I	have	
enjoyed	every	second	of	working	with	every	single	grade	level!	I’m	currently	aZending	
Millersville	University	with	a	dual	major	of	music	educa:on	and	vocal	performance.	I	began	
interning	under	Julie	Swanson	in	September	and	will	con:nue	teaching	at	the	elementary	
level	un:l	mid-March.	A]er	that,	I	will	be	moving	to	the	high	school	and	finishing	my	semester	
of	student	teaching	there.	Ge_ng	to	know	your	children	has	been	such	a	delight	and	I’m	
beyond	excited	to	get	to	know	them	even	beZer	the	next	few	months!	
julie_swanson@pequeavalley.org	

STEM	with	Mr.	Swords			

Hello	Pequea	Valley	Elementary	families,	
As	we	go	into	the	dormant	months	of	winter,	it	may	seem	that	things	are	slowing	down.	But	thankfully	in	STEM,	we	are	
designing,	crea:ng,	and	always	moving	to	solve	problems.	Here	is	a	recap	on	what	we	are	doing	in	PV	STEM	Lab.	6th	
graders	are	jumping	into	the	world	of	3D	prin:ng,	where	they	will	be	designing	inven:ons	and	prototypes	to	solve	
problems	in	class	and	at	home.	I’m	so	excited	to	see	what	they	make	in	TinkerCAD,	our	digital	design	pladorm.	5th	
grade	will	be	con:nuing	their	designing	of	Inven:ons	that	solve	problems.	Ask	them	how	engineers	solve	problems	
using	the	engineering	design	process!	We’ve	talked	about	how	engineers	iden:fy	problems,	imagine	solu:ons,	plan	
prototypes,	create	inven:ons,	and	evaluate	our	designs.	3rd	and	4th	are	in	the	midst	of	their	Lego	unit,	where	learners	
will	be	iden:fying	beZer	solu:ons	using	forces	and	fric:on	to	pull	more	weight.	Learners	should	be	taking	pictures	and	
videos	of	their	tes:ng,	so	ask	about	it!	Finally,	K-2	are	learning	how	computers	work	by	solving	fun	problems	in	
Codespark,	or	crea:ng	digital	stories	themed	around	our	main	characters	in	the	stories	we’ve	read	in	our	classroom.	
There’s	always	something	going	on	in	STEM!			
Stay	Sharp,	
Mr.	Swords	
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Instrumentals/6th	Grade	Music	with	Mr.	Apgar	
	
The	Music	 Room	 con:nues	 to	 be	 a	 buzz	 of	 ac:vity!	 	 6th	 Grade	Music	 will	 switch	 our	 Keyboard	
studies	to	Ukulele	studies	by	the	end	of	January.		
Instrumental	Music	is	humming	along.		Our	Holiday	Concert	was	a	huge	success,	in	case	you	missed	
it	you	can	check	it	out	here:		hZps://youtu.be/d0Forw3ZxNY!			
4th	Grade	Band	will	start	rehearsals	by	the	end	of	January.		We	will	rehearse	on	Day	#4,	more	details	
will	come	directly	to	those	involved.			
We	have	5th	&	6th	Grade	Band	on	Day	#3	from	8:55-9:25.		Rehearsals	for	band	are	on	stage,	and	your	child	should	
report	directly	to	rehearsal	on	their	given	day.				
Lessons	are	ongoing	and	I	encourage	your	child	to	con:nue	to	pay	aZen:on	to	any	weather/schedule	changes	over	
these	next	two	months	that	could	effect	our	scheduled	:mes.			Please,	also	remind	your	child	that	I	am	expec:ng	10	
minutes	of	prac:ce	5	days	a	week	from	our	learners	to	be	prepared	for	lessons.		This	is	a	cri)cal	part	for	con)nued	
growth	and	improvement.			Please	make	sure	you	are	hearing	that	instrument	at	your	home.	
**If	you	have	any	ques:ons,	do	not	hesitate	to	email	or	call	Mr.	Apgar	at	school.	

Library	with	Mrs.	Morano	
	

It	may	be	cold	and	dreary	outside,	but	here	in	the	library	things	are	hea:ng	up!	During	the	
month	of	January,	my	theme	for	all	learners	was	“New	year,	new	books!”,	with	each	and	every	
child	receiving	a	free	book	of	their	choice	during	a	special	“book	giveaway”	library	class.	I	was	
able	to	provide	these	books	thanks	to	dona:ons	from	our	community	and	book	fair	funds.		It	felt	
so	nice	to	be	able	to	treat	them	all!	
		
Now,	as	we	look	ahead	to	the	coming	weeks,	we	will	begin	preparing	for	some	reading	
celebra:ons	and	a	very	early	Spring	Book	Fair!	I	can	hardly	believe	it’s	:me	to	type	those	words	
already,	but,	our	school	will	be	hos:ng	its	Spring	Book	Fair	the	first	and	second	weeks	of	March.			

	 	 											Stay	tuned	for	more	informa:on	to	come	home	with	your	learner(s).		
		
	 	 											Happy	Reading!	happy	
	 	 											Mrs.	Morano	😊  

Physical	EducaHon	with	Ms.	Park	

We	have	been	busy	in	Phys.	Ed.	learning	about	heart	healthy	behaviors	and	prac:cing	jump	rope	skills	as	we	par:cipate	
in	Kids	Heart	Challenge	2022!		This	year	the	goal	for	Paradise	is	$9,000.		If	we	reach	our	goal,	we	will	see	Mr.	Esche	
wearing	a	tutu	for	the	day	for	a	second	year	in	a	row!		Also,	the	top	classroom	to	register	the	most	learners	online	will	
get	an	extra	recess	with	Houdini.		If	you	haven’t	signed	up	yet,	you	s:ll	have	:me	to	register	and	be	part	of	the	
challenge.			

How	do	I	sign	up	for	Kids	Heart	Challenge?		Download	the	Kids	Heart	Challenge	app	or	go	to	www.heart.org/KHC	
All	dona:ons	are	due	on	February	9.		Please	make	all	checks	payable	to	the	American	Heart	AssociaHon.			

Online	donaHons	are	also	due	on	February	9.		(No	need	to	hand	in	an	envelope	if	you	choose	this	opHon.)	
Ques:ons:			jill_park@pequeavalley.org		

Thank	you	for	your	support!	

******Remember	to	wear	sneakers	and	appropriate	clothing	(winter	coats,	gloves,	hats,	etc.)	on	Physical	Educa/on	days!		We	
will	be	going	outside	for	class	weather	permiKng.
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